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The Report
OF THE COMMITTEE ON RELATIONS WITH
SLAVEHOLDING STATES.

The following is the report of the Com-
mittee on Slaveholding States, as adopted
by the Convention on Monday last:

The Committee oa “ Relations with the
Slaveholding States of North America,”
beg leave to report that they have care-
fully considered the three several proposi-
tions contained in the resolution referred
to them, which were submitted in Con-
vention by three severnl members from
St. Phillip’s and St. Michael's. All the
resolutions referred to tke Committee look
to the purpose of confederate relatious
with our sister States of the South, hav-
ing common interests with us, and cvery
cause, as we trast, to indulge towards us
common sympathies and to contract cor-
dial relations. In such a purpose the
Commistec entirely and unanimousiy, con-
cur, and they recommend that every
proper measure be adopted to accomplish
such an end. Upon this subject so much
unanimity prevails and has long prevailed
in this State, that an argument thercapon
would be wholly superfluous. All seem to
agree that the first step proper to be ta-
ken for the purpose of promoting and se-
curing the Confederation we seck, is the
appointment of Commissioners by the
authority of this Convention, to such
States of tho South as may eall Conven-
tions to consider and determine their fu-
ture political velations.

“The Committee advise that such stops
be taken by this Convention, hoping and
believing that onr sister States of the
South will correctly intepret our action
in taking-the initiative as arising, by no
means, from any presumptuous arrogance,
but from the advance position which ¢ir-
camstances have ziven (o this State, in the
ﬁﬁb ilf..pmbmiurc for the great design of
maintuining the rights, the sccurity and
the very existence of the slaveholding
South.

It has been a subject of anxious consid-
eration with the Committec whether the
Commissioners, whose appointment thoy
recommend, should be instructed to ten-
dor any basis of a temporary or Provi-
sional Government.

Tne instrument called the Constitution
of the United States of America has boen
suggested s u saitable and proper basis
to be offered for a Provisional Govern-
ment.

This suggestion has been commended
to the Committee by varvious considera-
tions, which cannot now be set forth in
full or at large. Among these are:

That tho sail instrument was the work
of minds of the first order in strength
and accomplishment.

That it was most carvefully construeted

by comprehensive views and carveful ex-
amination of details.
_ That experience has proved it to be a
good form of government for those sufii-
ciently virtuous, intelligent and patriotic
to cause it to be fairly and honestly con-
strued and impartially administered.

That the settled opinion of this State
has never been adverse to that plan of
government of Cenfederated States on
account of anything in its structure; but
the dissatisfaction is attributable to the
false glosses, and dangerous misinterpre-
tation and perversion of sundry of its
provisions, even to the extent, in one par-
ticular, of so rovering up the real purposes
of certain legislation (meant to protect
domestic manufactures in one section,) as
to estop the Supreme Court inits opinion,
from judicially perceiving the real design.

"Phat it presents a complete scheme of
confederation, capable of being speedily
put into operation, familiar, by long ac-
quaintance with its provisions and their
true import to the people of the South,
many of whom are believed to cherish o
degree of voneration for it, and would feel
safe under it, when in theivown hands for
interpretation and administration, especi-
ally as the portions that have been, by
permission, made potent for mischief and
oppres-;ion in !_,hc hands of adverse and
inimical interests have received a settled
construction by the South. That a speedy
Confederation by the South is desirable
in the highest degree, which itis supposed
must be temporary at first (if accom-
plishcd as soon as it should be,) no better
basis than the Constitution of the United

States is likely to be suggested or adopted
for temporary purposes.

That the opinions of those to whom. it
is designed to offer it would be concilia-
ted by the testimony the very act itself
would earry, that South Carolina meant
to scek no selfish advantage, nor to in-
dulge the least spirit of dictation.

That such form of government is more
or less known in Europe, and, if' adopted,
would indicate abroad that the seceding
Southern States had the foresight and en-
ergy to put into operation forthwith a
scheme of government and administration
competent to produce a prompt organiza-
tion for internal necessities, and a suffi-
cient protection of forcign commerce di-
rected hither, as well as to guarantee for-
cign powers in the confidence that a new
Confederacy hud immediately arisen, quite
adequate to supersede all the evils, inter-
nal and external, of a partial or total in-
terregnum.

That its speedy adoption would work
happily as a revivifying agency in mat-
ters financial and commercial between the
States adopting it and between them asa
united power and foreign commercial na-
tions, and at the same time would com-
bine without delay a power-touching
purse and sword that might bring to a
prudent issue the reflections of those who
may perchance be contemplating an inva-
sion or to an issue disastrous to them—
the attempted exceution of sueh unholy
design.

Such are some of tho considerations
very rapidly stated, which address them-
selves to this subject. It is contended
that some limitation of the power to levy
duties, and that to regulate commerce
(and perhaps other provisions of the said
Coustitution,) may be desirnble and are
in fact so, to some of the Committee; yet
these modifications may be safely left to
a period when the articles of a permanent
Government may be settled, and that
meantime the Constitution referred to
will serve the purpose of a temporary
Confederation, which the Committee unite
in believing ought to be sought, through
all proper measures, most earnestly.

It is also snbmitted, that if the tender
of the said Constitution, even as a Pro-
visional Government, should, in the opin-
jon of the Convention, be accompanicd
by a condition that it be sulject to speci-
fie limitations, expoesitions of ambiguities,
or modifications, the Committee would pe-
spectfully refer to the Conveation itsell’
such matters; and this is done not be-
cause the Committes would not willingly
consider and report upon such subject,
but beeause they deem it due (o the Con-
vention and the publie interest that they
should now lay before the Convontion the
substantial propositions contained in the
following resolutions, which the majority
of the Committee recommend to the Con-
vention as fit to be adopted. viz:

Resoleed, 1st. That this Convention do
appoint o Commissioner to proceed to
cach of the slaveholding States that may
assemble in Convention, for the purpose
of laying our Ordinance of Secession be-
fore the same, and respectfully inviting
their co-operation in the formation with
us of a Southern Confederacy,

2d. That our Commissioners aforesaid
be farther authorized to submit, on our
part, the Federal Constitution as the basis
of a Provisional Government for such
States as shall have withdreawn their con-
neetion with the Government of the Unit-
od Statesof Amevica; Provided, That the
said Provisional Government, and the
tenares of all officers and appointments
arising under it,shall cease and determine
in two years from the first day of July
next, or when a Permanent Government
shall have been orgamzed.

3d. That the said Commissioners be au-
thorized, to invite the scceding States to
meet in Convention, at such time and
place as may be agreed upon, for the pur-
pose of forming and putting in motion
such Provisional Government, and so that
the said Provisional Government shall be
organized and go into effeet at the earliest
period previous to the 4th day of March,
1861, and that the smwe Convention of se-
ceding States shall provide forthwith to
consider and propose a constitution and
plan for u permanent Government forsuch
States, which proposed plan shall be re-
ferred back to the several State Conven-
tions for their adoption or rejection.

4th. That cight Deputics shall be elect-
ed by ballot by this Convention, who shall
be authorized to meet in Convention such
Deputics as may be appointed by the oth-
er slaveholding States who may sceede
from the Federal Union, for the purpose
of carryinginto effect the forgoing resolu-
tions; and that it be recommended to the
said States that each State be entitled to
one vote in the said Convention upon
therein; and that each State send as many
Deputies as ave equal in number to the
number of Senators and Representatives

to which it was entitled in the Congress
of the United States.

ORDINANCES.

At a Convention of the people of
South Carolina, begun and holden at Co-
lumbia, on the seventeenth day of Decem-

ber, in the year of our Lord 1860, and
thence continued by adjournment to
Charleston, and there by divers adjourn-
ments to the 26th day of December, in the
same year.
An Ordinance tomake Provisional Arrange-
ments for the continuance of Commerelal
- Fucilities in South Carolina.

Whereas, it is due to our late confeder-
ates in the political Union known as the
United States of America, as also to the
citizens of Sonth Carolina, engaged in
commerce,that noabrupt or sudden change
be made in the rate of duties uponimports
into this State ; and whereas it is not de-
sired by this State to sccure any advant-
age in trade to her own ports, above those
of any of the slaveholding States, her late
confederates in the said Union; and,where-
as, this Ordinance, for the considerations
indicated, is designed to be provisional
merely. Therefore, we, the pcople of
South Carolina, in Convention assembled,
de declare and ordain, and it is hereby
declared and ordained :

Ist. That all eitizens of this State, who,
at the date of the Ordinance of Sccession,
were holding office connected with the
Customs under the General Government
of the United States within the limits of
South Caroling, be, and they are hereby,
appointed to hold, under the Government
of this State—exclusive of any further
connection whatever with tho Federal
Government of the United States—the
same offices they now fill, until otherwise
durected, and to recieve the sime pay and
emoluments for their services.  That un-
til this Convention, or the Greneral Assem-
bly, shall othérwise provide, the Governor
shall appoint to all vacancies which may
occur in such offices.

S, That until otherwise provided hy
this Convention,or the General Assembly,
the revenne, colleetion and navigation
laws of the United States, so fur as they
may be applicable, be, and they arve liere-
Ly, adopted and made the laws of this
State, saving that no daties shall be col-
lected upon imports from the States form-
ing the late Fedoral Union, known as the
United States of  Ameriea, nor upon the
tonnage of vessels owned in whole or in
part by the citizens of the said States;
and saving and excepting the Act of Con-
wress, ndopted the third day of Mavel,
1857, entitled “An Act authorizing the
deposit of papers of foreign vessels with
the Consuls of their respective nations,”
which suid Act is hereby declaved to be
of no foree with the limitz of this State.

4th. That all vessels built in South Car-
oling, or elséwhere, and owned to the
asmount of one-thinl by a citizen or citi-
zens of South Caroling, or of any of the
Slaveholding Commonwealths of North
Ameriea, and commanded by a citizen
thereof, and no other shall be registered
as vessels of Sonth Carvolina, under the
authority of the Collector and naval offi-
cer.

Hth. That all the official acts of the offi-
cors aforesaid, in which it is usual and
proper to set. forth' the authority under
which they aet, or the style of documents
issued by them, or any of them, shall be
in the name of the State of South Caroli-

na.
Gth. Thatall moneys hereafter collected

by any of the officers aforesaid shall, after
deducting the sums necessary for the com-
pansation of officers and cther expenses,
be paid into the Treasury of the State of
South Carolina, for the use of the said
State, subject to the order of this Conven-
tion, or the General Assembly

7th. That the officers aforesaid shall ve-
tain in their hands all the property of the
United States in their possession, custody
or control, subject to the disposal of this
State, who will account for the same up-
on a final settlement with the Government
of the United States.
Done at Charleston, the 20th day of De-

cember, in the yearof our Lord, 1860.

D. F. JAMISON, President.
Attest—B. F. Arruur, Clerk.

An Ordinance Concerning Powers lately vest-
ed in the Congress of the United States.

We, the people of the State of
South Carolina, in Convention assembled,
do declare and ordain,and it is hereby de-
clared and ovdained, That all powers
which by this State were heretofore dele-
cated to the Gongress of the United States,
shall be vested in the General Assembly,
except that during the existence of this
Convention, the powers of the General
Assembly shall not extend, without the
direction of this Convention, to any one
of these subjects, to wit: Duties and im-
posts, the post office, the declaration of
war, treaties, confederacy, with other

States, citizenship and treason.

AN ORDINANCE CONCERNING CITIZENSIIP.

We the peopleof the State of South Carolina,
in Convention assembled, do declare and
ordain, and it is hereby declared and or-
dained, as follows :

1. Every person, who, at the date of
the Ordinnnce of Secession, was residing
in this State, and was then, by birth, resi-
dence or naturalization, a citizen of this
State, shall continue a citizen of this State,
unless a foreign residence shall be estab-
ed by such persons with the intention of
expiration.

2. So, also, shall continue every free
white person, who, after the date afore-
said, may be born within the territory of
this State, or may he born outside of that
territory, of a father who was then a citi-
zen of this State. :

3. So, also, every person, a ‘aizun of
any one of the States now confederated
under the name of the United States of
America, who, within twelve months after
the Ordinance of Secession, shall come to
reside in this State, with the intention of
remaining, upon such person's taking the
oath of allegiance to this State, below pro-
vided.

4. So, nlso, every free white person who
shall be engaged in the actual service,
military or naval, of the State, and shali
take an oath of his intention to continue
in such service for at least three months,
unless sooner discharged honorably, and
also the oath of allegiance below preserib-
ed. In this caso the oaths shall be ad-
ministered by some commissioned officer
of the service, in which the applicant for
citizenship may be engaged, superior in
rank to the applicant, and thereupon a
certificate of citizenship of the applicant
shall be signed by the officer and deliver-
ed to the applicant.

5. So, nlso, every free white person,not
a citizen of any of' the States above men-
tioned, who at the date of  the Ordinance
of Secession was residing in this State, or
who,within one year from that date, shall
come to reside in this State, with the in-
tention of remaining, upon such person’s
appearing before the Court of Common
Pleas for any of the Districts of this State,
establishing by his or her own oath the
residence and intention here vequived,and
taking the oath of allegiznes and-abjura-
tion below preseribed.

6. So, also, every person, not w citizen
of any of the States above mentioned, at
tho date aforesaid, who may come to re-
sitle in this State, with the intention of
remaining, and be naturalized according
to the naturalization laws of this State.
Until they may be altered or repealed,
the naturalization laws of the United
States, accommodated to the special con-
dition of the State, ave hereby made the
laws of this State, except that instead of
the oaths required by those laws in the
final Act, the oath of sllegiance to this
State, and of abjugation below provided,
shall he taken.

7. In all eases, the citizenship of a man
shall extend to his wife, present or future,
whenever she shall have a residence in
the State, and shall extend also to each of
his children, that under the age of eigh-
teen years, may have a residence in the
State. In like manner, the citizenship of
a woman shall extend to each of her
children, that under the age of cighteen
years, may have a residence in the State,
Provided, That in no case shall citizen-
ship extend to any person who is nota
free white person.

8. The oath of allegianco to this State
shall be in the following form, to wit: I
do swear (or affirm) that T will be faith-
ful and true allegiance bear to the Stateof
South Carolina, as long as I may continue
a citizen thercof.”

¢- The oath of abjugation shall be in
the following form, to wit: “I do swear
(or affirm) that I do renounce, and forev-
or abjure, all allegiance and fidelity to
ever Prince, Potentate,State of Sovereign-
ty whatsoever, except the State of South
Carolina.”

Done at Charleston the first day of Janu-
ary, in the year of our lord, one thou-
sand cight hundred and sixty-one.
(Attest)  D. . JAMISON, Pres't.
B. F. Arruur, Clerk.

An Ordinance to Define and Punish Trea-
son.

We, the people of the State of South
Carolina, in Convention assembled, do de-
clare and ordain, and it is hereby declaved
and ordained, that in addition to what has
been already declared to be treason by the
General Assembly—treason against this
State shall consistonlyin levying war against
the State, or adhering fto its enemies, giv-
ing them aid and comfort—and that treason
shall be punished by death without the benefit
of clergy.

An Ordinance Concerning Judicial Pow-
ers.
We. the people of the State of South
Carolina, in Convention assembled, do de-
clare and ordain, and it is hereby declared

and ordained, That the Judicial powers
heretofore delegated to this State, so as
to form a part of the Judicial powerof the
United States, having reverted to this
State, shall be exercised by such Courts
as the Genoral Assembly shall divect.

AN ORDINANCE to amend the Constitu-
tion of the State of South Carolina in
Respect to the Erccutive Departnent.
We, the People of the State of South

Carolina, in Convention assembled, do de-

clare and ordain, and it is hereby declared

and ordained, That the Governor shall
have power to receive a mbassaders, minis-
ters, consuls, and agents from foreign pow-
ers, to appoint such agents, to be paid out
of the contingent fund, as in his discretion
he may choose to employ; to conduct ne-
gotintions with foreign powers; to make
treaties by and with theadviceand consent
of the Senate, provided two-thirds of the

Senators present agree ; to nominate, and

by and with the advice and consentof the

Senate, to appoint such ambassadors.other

public ministers and consuls, as the Gen-

eral Assembly shall have previously di-

rected to be appointed, and also all other

officers, whose appointment otherwise
shall not have veen provided for by law;
to fill all vacancies that may happen, dur-
ing the recess of the Senate, in the oftices
to which he had the power to nominate
as above mentioned, by granting commis-
sions which shall expive at the end of the
next session of the Senate, and toconvene
the Senate whenever in hisopinion it may
be necessary; Provided mnevertheless,

That.during the existence of a Convention,

all treaties and directions for appointment

of ambassadors, ministers, or consuls shall
be subject to the advice and consent of the

Convention or to its sepurate action.
And it is further ordained, That the

Governor shall immediately appoint four

persons, with the advice and consent of

this Convention, who, together with the

Lieutenant Governor, shallform a Council

to be eulled the Executive Council, whose

duty it shall be, when required by the |

Governor, to advise with him upon all
matters which may be submitted to their
consideration; and that a record of such
consultations shall be kept; Provided,
nevertlheless, That fiie Governor shall, in
ail cases, decide upon his own aetion.

Done at Charleston, the 27th day Decem-

ber, in the year of our Lord 1360,

AN ORDINANCE TO MAKE TROVISIONAL 1OS-
ARRANGEMENTS IN SOUTH CAROLINA.
Whereas, the State of South Curoling

owes ib to hier own citizens, and those of

other States, that, as one of the coutrac-
ting parties, she should not prevent or in-
terrupt the perfomance of the pending
contracts for carrving and delivering of
the mails, made by the United States
while South Carolina was one of said

States:

We, the State of South Carolina, in Con-
vention assembled, do declave and ovdain,
and it is hereby declared and ordained,
that thoe existing postal contraets and ar-
rangements shall be continued, and the
persons charged with the duties thercof,
shall eontinue to discharge said duties un-
til a postal treaty or treaties shall be con-
cluded, or until otherwise ordered hy this
Convention.

-
-

A1p For Sourn Canoniva.—The news
from South Carolina received during the
last three or four days, has produced uni-
versal excitoment among our citizens, and
we have yet to hear of but few persons
who do not fully sympuithize with the
gallant Palmetto State in their determin-
ation to throw off the Black Republican
rule. On the reccipt of the first news
concerning the evacuation of Fort Moul-
trie by the U. 8. troops and a probable
collision with the South Carolinians, about
fifty of our young men, dctermined
and true, promptly enrolled themselyes,
under a pledge to leave at a moment’s
warning for Charleston, prepared to ren-
der whatever aid and service they might
be ealled npon to perform in defence of
South Carelina. The number has since
been largely increased, and, were it decm-
ed imperatively necesessary, the mumber
could be easily raised to hundreds. We
trust there may be no occasion for their
services; but should such be the case
from our lnowledge of the material, we
foel assured that their pledge will be im-
pictitly fulfilled, and that South Carolina
will not sceure the support of a braver
and more chivalrous band.—Zynchbury

(Va.) Rep.

(COMAMSSIONERSTO THF SOUTHERN STATES.
_The Convention, several days since,
olected the following Commissioners to
the Southern States:

Georgia—ITon. James L. Onk.

Florida—on. L. W. Serar.

Alabama—Ion. A. P, CArnoux.

Mississippi—ITon. M. L. BoNmad:

TLouisiana—Ion. J. L. MANNING.

Arkansas—IIon. A. C. Sparx,

W asmNGToN, January 2.—McKibben is
the father of Hon. James McKibben, late
member of Congress from California. He
will not go to Charleston, but will remove
the Custom House to the deck of a man-gf:
war, under the provisions of the Foteo
Bill of 1832. ES gt
It is stated in well informed political
circles that there may bé no Message at
all on the subjeet of South Carolina, but
simply a proclamatiof.
This, however, I learn, depends on
developments yet to be made. The
Cabinet temained in session until a
late hour, discussing the proposition of
the South Carolina Commissioners, svho
are now satisfied that no satisfactory ar-
rangements will be miade.
Trescott has already gone, and the Com-
missioners say that thoy will follow him
in a day or two. They replied to the
President’s communication, to-day, charg-
ing him with special pleading, and with
having endeavored to avoid the plain is-
sue fitirly presented:
Great doubts are expressed whether the
nomination of McKibben will even be con-
firmed by the Senate.
The Post Office Department has can-
celled the contract with the Isabel Steam-
ship Company from Charleston to Key
West and Havana. No causc is assigned
for the act. ] -
Members from the slaveholding States,
jnst returned from their homes, say that
the sctéssion movement is rapidly on the
increase therein; while those who have
been in the non-slaveholding States report
that the people are as carnestly rallying
in other directions: Beward, to-day, said
to his political friends, that they ought to
call on the President to give him their
sympathy in consideration of the position
he has assumed relative to retaining An-
derson at Fort Sumtet; and his disposi-
tion to maintain the Federal authority.
The Abolitionists, gencrally, are begin-
ning to crow, saying that they can and
will erush disunion in the bud: ;
Serious apprehensions afc entertained
here for the safety of the city:
A motion will be madé in the: City
Couneil, next Moy, To appoint & Com-
mittee to wait on the President and sce if
he intends to afford ample protection to
the Federal City; if not, a public meeting
will be ealled, and the citizens wiil take
the matier into their own hands.
Suspicions are entertained that North-
ern rowdies will swarm here on the fourth
of March, with a view to the plunder and.
rapine of the Capital. Business of every
kind is utterly stagnant, and aniversal
gloom hangs over the city.—Special Des-
patch to Charleston Blercitry:

CuaruesroN, January 3.—Despatches
veccived in this ¢ity say that General
Scott has been ordered to protect Wash-
ington City.

The President has returned the South
Carolina Commissioners’ letter without
reply. The Commissioners are certainly
on their way home.

Democratic Senators say that the ap-
pointment of the €olleetor for the port of
Charleston cannot be conformed. The
revenue cutter Harriot Lane is under
sealed orders, but will not sail unless Me-
Kibben's appointment is confirmed.

The President says he will collect the
revende and protect the property of the
Government.

CuarLESTON, January 3.—It is report-
ed that the Georgians have garrisoned
Fort Pulaski. Everything here is quiet.
~ Bakor, i a speech at Washington, is
reported to have said that the Repnbli-
cans will not yield an inch, even to save
the Union or prevent civil war.

—

Cmanrreston, January 3—The Georgia
delegation telegraphed to Savannah to

talce the forts, and it kas been done.
Georgia has gone by a large vote for
secession.

TALLAIASSEE, Junuary 3.—A large num-
ber of the delegates to the Convention ar-
rived to-day: It is probable that Judge
McGhee, of Madison, will be elected Pres-
ident. A resolution will therr be adopted
declaring the right of sccession. They
will deliberatcly determine the terms of
the ordinance of secession.

Judge MclIntyre has resigned from the
Federal Courts.

OnArLEsTON. January +.—Thefollowing
gentlemen haye been appointed Commis
sioners to the Southern Congress: C. G,
Meraminger, W .P. Miles, James Chestnut,
R. W. Barnwell, R. B. Rbett, L. M. Keitt,
W. W. Boyce and T. J. Withers.

Cuasrtesroy, January 4. —Despatches
roceived in this city from reliable sources
state that the fort at Mobile was taken
last night. A large quantity of arms,
ammunition and other stores were taken.

Texas—Hon. Jous MeQUEEN.

Fort Morgan will be taken to-night.



